
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no 

Property Name: Hopkins-Brosenne Stone House/Pine Orchard Hotel Inventory Number: HO-137 

Address: 10281 Baltimore National Pike City: Ellicott City Zip Code: 21042 

County: Howard USGS Topographic Map: Ellicott City 

Owner: BNP Limited Partnership Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: _670 Tax Map Number: 24 Tax Account ID Number: 197235 

Project: Sprint Personal Wireless Services Facility-Mullinex Agency: Federal Comnnmications Commission 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is tlie property is located within a historic district yes X no 

If the property is within a distric District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another contex yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible X yes no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented i 
I HP form; 2004 Determination of Effects to Historic Properties report 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo 
The property is a 2.5-story stone building located south of Baltimore National Pike. 
The building includes an original rectangular block and several non-contributing 
additions. Constructed on a continuous stone foundation, the original block's main 
fatpade is its north, which faces out onto Baltimore National Pike. The north faijade 
is a symetrical five bays wide with a central door. The front door is a plate glass 
replacement to the original with a three-light transom. There are two interior gable 
end brick chimneys. The windows - all replacements - are 6/6-light double hung vinyl 
sashes with storm windows. The building's masonry finish is course rubble with 
flattened arches over the windows, a water table, and subtle quoining. The side-
gabled roof is clad by composition shingles. 

Since this building was surveyed in 1978 there have been several alterations and 
additions that significantly diminish this building's integrity. There is a one-
story concrete block extension attached to the building's east side that extends the 
main (north) fagade and envelops the eastern side of the building. This extension, 
which is more than twice the width of the original block includes handicap ramps and 
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a roof that wraps into the original block's porch area extending half way across the 
main fagade. There is a two-story vinyl-clad addition to the building's rear 
(south). This addition has significantly altered the building's original massing, 
and combined with the addition extending from the building's east wall, dominates 
the lot once occupied by the former Pine Orchard Hotel and its dependencies. As seen 
from the east, traveling westbound in the realigned Baltimore National Pike 
corridor, the building is lost amid the unsympathetic liquor store extension. 
Travelers in the eastbound lane see the building's west wall partially obscured by 
signs and the massive rear addition silhouetted against the sky. 

Property History 

In the 1978 MIHP form the property was named "Brosenne's Stone House" for the 
property's owner at the time. The property has been known by several names, 
including the "Hopkins House" and the "Pine Orchard Hotel." According to the 1978 
MIHP form the building was constructed in c. 1840 although it appears to have been 
constructed earlier. The building is located in a small remnant of a larger property 
known during the early nineteenth century as "The Plantation." 

Anna M. Hopkins (1789-1864) acquired the property through a court judgment in 1844; 
she owned the property until her death and it reverted to the family (Tyson) of its 
previous owner in 1866.[1] The property is attributed to "Mrs. A. Hopkins" in Simon 
Martenet's 1860 map of Howard County. Little is known of Hopkins. The 1850 Census 
has her living alone and owning $1,000 in real estate.[2] Her parents were Richard 
Hopkins and Ann Snowden and she was a cousin of Baltimore merchant Johns Hopkins. In 
^1869, The Tysons sold the property - then comprising forty-three acres - to Henry 
Ihine and he is shown as its owner in the 1878 Howard County atlas. [3] The Rhines 
primarily were farmers. Henry Rhine's household in 1870 included his wife, son 
(Joseph), and two African American servants: a cook named Anna McCoy and a farmhand 
named Richard Chase.[4] , , 

The stone building appears to have been known as the "Pine Orchard Hotel" since at 
least 1860 when the name appeared in Martenet's county map. The hotel was one of 
several mid-nineteenth century businesses in the Pine Orchard hamlet. Among them 
were a store and a blacksmith shop. The 1868 atlas also shows An African Methodist 
Episcopal church in the hamlet and census data show large numbers of African 
American farmers living in proximity to the Pine Orchard Hotel. 

The Rhines - Henry first, and then his son, Joseph - owned the property until after 
the turn of the twentieth century when they sold it to Henry Grimes.[5] It wasn't 
until 1919, when Grimes sold it to Edward F. Brosenne, that the building's name 
appeared in land records. On 11 December 1919, Brosenne paid $3,000 for the "lot 
embracing the stone house and out buildings long known as the Pine Orchard Hotel."[6] 

The Maryland State Roads Commission in 193 9 surveyed the Brosenne property as part 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIE 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 
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of its "Edmondson Avenue Extended" project that realigned US Route 40. The small 
parcel (c. 0.83 acre) became isolated from its greater agricultural context in the 
early twentieth century. 

For much of the twentieth century the Brosenne's owned the stone house and operated 
a portion of the property as a store. Elmer F. Jones, who lives east of the 
property, moved to Pine Orchard in 1954. "It was just an old stone building there," 
Jones recalled. "It looked like a stone house where people lived in. That's what it 
looked like then. Brosenne family did used to live in it but they set up a little 
store in there and had store there and I don't know how long they ran the store."[7] 
Another neighbor, Barbara Brookhart, remembered the store because her mother ran a 
hair salon in the family house and styled Mrs. Betty Brosenne's hair: "All I know 
they sold a little bit of groceries and then when they went into the liquor business 
and eventually the sold it and made it a liquor store, the whole thing."[8] 

Shortly after Elmer Jones moved into his new house near the property, local 
supermarket workers went on strike and Brosenne's store became an essential fixture 
in the community. Elmer Jones explained: 

"When I first moved here, first built this here, this Brosenne had a store up there 
and I don't know how long it had been in the Brosenne family but they kept it for a 
good long while and they sold out then. Well, he had to put a grocery store in there 
and during the strike, Giant Food and Safeway and all, was on strike and he had a 
grocery store in there and meatcutter place in there and he put a basement 
underneath there, put a track in there, he killed - could hang eight or ten beeves -
down in that cooler down there."[9] 

Jones' son even worked for the Brosennes during the strike. "My son lived down the 
street here," he said. "He worked for Giant but when Giant was out on strike why 
Brosenne hired him up there and of course he'd been in the store business for a few 
years anyway and he knowed all about it. He got Brosenne's store set up there. Oh it 
looked nice. He had it all straightened up. Brosenne didn't know nothing about 
running a store no how in the first place."[10] 

In 1968 the Brosennes sold the store, which became a liquor store by the late 1960s. 
Since its sale by the family several partnerships and companies have owned the 
property operating the Pine Orchard Liquors business on the premises. 

National Register of Historic Places Evaluation 

This property appears to be eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A for its associations with the National Road and 
the former Pine Orchard hamlet. The building has undergone numerous alterations to 
its fabric and through multiple additions and the replacement of windows, has 
significantly diminished integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The 
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property's setting and feeling have been significantly diminished by the isolation 
of the building from its larger agricultural context, the removal of auxiliary 
buildings, and the transformation of the National Road corridor into a densely 
developed commercial strip. This property does not appear to be eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C. Although there is a 
family relationship by a former owner (and perhaps the builder) to a person 
significant in American history (Johns Hopkins) , there does not appear to be a 
direct association between Hopkins and this property therefore the property does not 
appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion B. The proposed National Register of Historic Places boundary for this 
property is the footprint of the original stone house and its period of significance 
appears to be from c. 1840 to 1954. 

NOTES 

1 Howard County Land Records. Deed Book 26, p. 48. 

2 United States. Bureau of the Census. Schedule I-Free Inhabitants, 1850. 

3 Howard County Land Records. Deed Book 29, p. 488. 

4 United States. Bureau of the Census. Schedule I-Inhabitants, 1870. 

5 Howard County Land Records. Deed Book 78, p. 251. 

6 Howard County Land Records. Deed Book 108, p. 564. 

Elmer F. Jones, Interview with David Rotenstein (10231 Baltimore National Pike, 21 
April 2004) . 

8 Barbara Brookhart, Interview with David Rotenstein (10213 Baltimore National Pike, 
23 April 2004). 

9 Jones, Interview with David Rotenstein. 

10 Jones, Interview with David Rotenstein. 

Prepared by: David S. Rotenstein Date Prepared: 5/5/2004 
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•roperty Name: Brosenne's Stone House Inventory Number: HO-137 

Address: 10281 Baltimore National Pike City: Ellicott City Zip Code: 21043 

County: Howard USGS Topographic Map: Ellicott City, MP 

Owner: BNP Limited Partnership ' Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 670 Tax Map Number: 24 Tax Account ID Number: 197235 

Project: Glenn Mullinix Cell Tower Site Agency: Federal Communication Commission (FCC) 

Site visit by MHT Staff: no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes District Name: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 1979 MIHP Form, Howard County Historical Society 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Uxe amtinuation sheet if necessary and attach nuip and photo) 

Description 
The stone masonry building is 2 stories high, 5 bays wide, 2 bays deep, and features a stone water table and quoins. This 
portion of the building has a high pitch, side-gable roof sheathed with asphalt shingles and two interior end wall brick masonry 
chimneys. A late 19' century, 1 story stone masonry addition with a high pitched side-gable roof was constructed on the east 
elevation. This addition was clad with siding by 1980 and is currently clad with T-111 siding. The property was extensively 
altered ca. 1985 when a second side addition was constructed on the east elevation and two additions, one 1-story tall and one 
2-stories tall, were constructed to the rear of the 19* century elements. The ca. 1985 additions are all constructed of concrete 
block which has been clad with vinyl siding on the front and side elevations. At the time of the additions, the windows in the 
original stone building were replaced with vinyl sashes and a wraparound wood porch was constructed. The original entry 
door has also been replaced. 

(see continuation sheet) 

Prepared by: Amy V. Barnes, URS Corporation Date Prepared: 01/06/2004 
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History 
Brosenne's Stone House is a ca. 1840 structure originally known as the "Pine Orchard Hotel" which was located at mile post 
fourteen on the Frederick Turnpike. The property is the last remaining structure from the community of Pine Orchard, which 
was demolished during the construction of Route 40 in 1950. The western terminus of the road realignment is located directly 
in front of Brosenne's Stone House. 

Evaluation 
Brosenne's Stone House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A, B, C, or D. It is not 
associated with any individual or event significant at the local, state, or national level; it is not an outstanding or unique work 
of architecture; nor does the property have any archaeological potential. The hotel was constructed in association with the 
development of the Frederick Turnpike as a roadside commercial business, but is neither the only nor best extant example of its 
type in Howard County. Other examples currently listed on the state register, such as Disney's Tavern, retain the integrity that 
Brosenne's Stone House lacks. 

The property has had a complete loss of integrity due to extensive modern alterations to both the building and its setting. The 
ca. 1985 additions and alterations have adversely affected the building's integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The 
construction of Route 40 in the 1950s also had an adverse effect on the property's integrity, with the realignment of the main 
route and the construction of a straight six-lane roadway altering the property's setting as the surrounding area became 
increasingly dominated by commercial strips instead of farmland. The combined effects of these two events have led to the 
building's loss of integrity of both feeling and association. 
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BROSENNE's STONE HOUSE Circa 1840 
E l l i c o t t City 
Private 

Brosenne's Stone House faces north on the south side of U.S. Route 40. I t 
i s a f i ve bay wide, two room deep, two story h igh, gabled roof (running east-west) 
stone house with wide br ick chimneys inset into i t s east and west wa l ls . A three 
bay wide, one room deep, one story h igh, gabled roof (running east-west) stone 
bui ld ing rests along the larger house's east w a l l . A gabled roof vest ibule 
covers i t s central bay. 

The interior of the large stone house features a central hall and original 
staircase and mantlepieces, wide attic floor boards and tongue and groove attic 
trusses put together with pegs and marked with roman numerals. 

Vertically aligned and proportionally scaled fenestration is decorated with 
flat arched stretcher stone lintels and projecting stone sills^ Fine stone work 
is also seen in the building's stone quoining. 

Known as the Pine Orchard Hotel in the nineteenth century and an old tavern 
along the Baltimore - Frederick Turnpike, it may well have begun as a sumptuous 
private home for one of the early Howard County settlers. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

B r o s e n n e ' s S tone House 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 

10281 B a l t i m o r e N a t i o n a l P i k e (U.S. Route 40) 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

E l l i c o t t C i t y VICINITY OF 6 t h 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Howard 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

^BUILDINGIS) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

-PUBLIC 

.PRIVATE 

-BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
V 
—OCCUPIED 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE 

—UNOCCUPIED X_COMMERCIAL 

—WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL 

ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT 

JtYES RESTRICTED (Residence) __GOVERNMENT 

X YES UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL 

_No ( C o m m e r c i a l ) -MILITARY 

—MUSEUM 

_PAnK 

X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

— RELIGIOUS 

— SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
c/o Mr. Joseph Goldberg 
Anthony C. Liberto, etal Telephone #; 465-1637 

STREET 8i NUMBER ' 

10281 Baltimore Nat'l Pike 
CITY, TOWN STATE , Z l p COde 

E l l i c o t t C i t y VICINITY OF Md 2 1 0 4 3 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #. 498 
COURTHOUSE T a x M a p 2 4 , p . 6 7 0 F o l i o # : 6 3 0 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC H a l l o f Records 
STREETS, NUMBER 

Howard County Court House 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Howard County H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

1978 —FEDERAL X STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t 
CITY, T O W N STATE 

21 State Circle. Annapolis Maryland 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^EXCELLENT _OETEHIOBATED _UNALTEREO X.ORIGrNALSITE 

_ 6 o o o _RUiNs XALTERED _ M O V E D DATE 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Brosennes Stone House faces north on the south side of Route 
40 4/10 of a mile west of its intersection with Centennial 
Lane. It is a five bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, 
high pitched gable roof (running east-west) fieldstone struc­
ture with wide brick chimneys inset into its east and west 
walls. 

A one story high, three bay wide, one room deep, gabled roof 
(running east-west), stone structure rests on the east wall 
of the house and is believed to be the earliest building of 
this architectural complex. A gabled roof vestibule enters 
into the central entrance of its north wall. 

The north elevation of the main building,holds a central 
rectangular open bible and cross paneled door, surmounted by 
a three light transom and flanked by two,rectangular, double-
hung windows, holding the two-over-two horizontal lights, 
decorated with flat arched, stretcher stone lintels and flat 
wooden sills. All the windows on each elevation of this house 
are similar to these. 

This main stone house also features an interesting stone water table 
and fine stone quoining. The five second floor windows on its 
north elevation are proportionally scaled and vertically aligned. 

Two wide stone steps on the east side of the north wall lead to 
the cement landing of the one story high, flat roofed, open 
porch, held by three wooden doric columns on brick piles which 
runs along the three east bays of this wall. 

The interior features a central hall, off each side of which, 
on the first floor, are two rooms, the west of v^ich has been made 
into one large room. Two mantles are located on the west wall 
of the first and second floor and one on the first and second 
floor of the east wall. A fine staircase with curly maple 
tapered spindles is representative of early nineteenth century 
staircases. 
The south elevation features a stone patio with three stone 
steps leading to the central rectangular entrance, surmounted 
by a one light transom and flat arched, stretcher stone lintel. 
An interesting roman arched stone lintel over the wide, rec­
tangular cellar door is placed east of the entrance. 

Mr. Brosenne excavated the basement and constructed two large 
fireplace openings. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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—INVENTION 
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—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 
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—MUSIC 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Brosenne's Stone House is architecturally and historically significant. 

Architecturally it is one of the fine, well proportioned, well scaled, two 
story high, gabled roof (running east-west) stone houses of Howard County with 
central hall and double pile (two room deep) organization on a grand scale, indicat­
ing its builders were persons of some importance. 

It features vertically aligned, proportionally scaled fenestration, and 
exceptionally fine stone work in its flat arched stretcher stone lintels and 
projecting stone sills. The wide attic floorboards and marked tongue and groove 
attic trusses put together with pegs is a further indication of an early building 
date. This roof construction is reminiscent of that found in the John Due House, 
HO-161 with roman numerals indicating where each piece was to be joined. It is 
believed that this was assembled on the ground first, then marked for placement 
in constructing the roof. Conservatively, the building dates from circa 1840, 
though it is probably older that that. 

Historically, the building is also significant. Located on the Baltimore-
Frederick Turnpike, it became a stop for those traveling along the road and was 
known in the nineteenth century as the Pine Orchard Hotel. 

Many stori 
residence of a 
Dorsey family, 
became a tavern 
Hotel. Today i 
a graceful resi 
(liquor store) 
An old carriage 

es abound but few are documented. Initially, it was probably the 
prominent Howard County settler, ^ery likely a member of the 
When the road from Baltimore to Frederick was opened, it then 
or stage stop. This developed into its becoming The Pine Orchard 
t has reverted to what is believed to have been its original use -
dence for those who operate the adjoining commercial enterprise 
which occupies what is believed to have been the earliest structure, 
house, south of the stone house was torn down by Mr. Brosenne. 

Architecturally, it is beyond question a notable building, built on a grand 
scale. Historically, it is notable as a tavern - hotel along the old Baltimore -
Frederick Road. Located on U.S. Route 40 which is presently stripped zoned for 
commercial use, this old stone house stands in a precarious situation. For these 
reasons, the Brosenne Stone House should be considered for inclusion to the National 
Register of Historic Sites and the State Critical Areas Program. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

.867 Acres 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 24 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 498, folio 630 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

'State Maryland county Howard 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Off ice of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
STREET 8i NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3450 Court House Drive 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

E l l i c o t t Ci ty Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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